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1. introduction
This is the final report of the review of languages policy by Lord Dearing and Lid King, DfES National Director for Languages, commissioned in October 2006 by the Secretary of State.  The government announced its adoption of the review’s recommendations on 12 March 2007.
2. background

· In September 2004, learning a language in maintained schools ceased to be mandatory at Key Stage 4, but became an entitlement for those choosing to continue after their three years of mandatory study in KS3;

· The percentage of students taking at least one modern foreign language at GCSE declined from around 80% in 2000 to 51% in 2006;

· Over the same period, attainment of GCSE grades A* - C dropped from about 40% to about 33%;

· The review identifies a link between social class (as reflected in free school meals entitlement) and: attainment at KS3; continuation of language study in KS4; and GCSE performance;
· In 2004 the government launched its programme of Languages for All designed to provide by 2010 an opportunity for all pupils at KS2 to learn a language.

3. key recommendations

· Languages to become part of the statutory curriculum for Key Stage 2 in primary schools when the curriculum is next reviewed.

· Provision of teacher support in primary schools should be continued and, where necessary, extended.

· Informal assessment of every child’s learning near the end of KS2 by reference to the ‘Languages Ladder’ using the framework of Asset Languages qualifications being developed by the University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate to accredit competence at all levels for learners of all ages.

· Support for the Training and Development Agency’s proposal to develop a 9 – 14 Languages teacher training course.

· Encouragement of a more varied languages offer which suits a range of requirements for young people, including a reform of GCSE to provide a more flexible GCSE in languages perhaps with an international or business orientation and involving the development of a more limited range of skills in several languages, and consideration of a more flexible ‘languages in use’ GCSE.

· A qualification associated with the Languages Ladder (currently Asset Languages) to be made available for all pupils at the end of KS3 at a subsidised cost for schools, and consideration given to achievement through this to be recognised through the award of GCSE.
· Greater support for those who want to study community languages and offering a broader range of languages such as Mandarin and Urdu.

· Schools to be set benchmarks of between 50% and 90% for the continuing study of languages in KS4 to be progressively acted upon up to 2010.

· Take-up of languages at KS4 to be added to the specific issues that School Improvement Partners (SIPs) must discuss with schools.

· In collaboration with key partners, the DfES to develop clear guidelines and support for a more appropriate and varied content to the secondary languages curriculum, especially though a range of opportunities for Continuing Professional Development (CPD).

· Expansion of Immersion Courses provision on a local and regional basis to help pupils manage transition from primary to secondary and to help catch-up at KS3 and more focused learning in KS4.

· In CPD, a number of proposals are made:
-  launch of a National Teacher Research Scholarship (NTRS) scheme for languages, enabling teachers to work together and with universities, advisers and other national agencies to develop their pedagogy and find solutions to the challenges of secondary language learning;
- targeting of Heads of Department who are key in school change through regional training programmes coordinated by Comenius Centres and Specialist Language Colleges;
- more systematic provision of on-line distance training resources for secondary teachers, perhaps linked to the proposed Open School for Languages;
- provision of model teaching programmes for the range of qualifications outlined in the review.

· A major initiative in establishing an Open School for Languages over the next three years.
· Additional action to encourage international and intercultural experience.

· Encouragement for Local Authorities to promote interest in local schools in towns overseas with which they have twinning arrangements, and contact at school level through communication technology and exchange visits.

· Achieving the target of 400 Specialist Language Colleges (from nearly 300 currently) and improving their geographical coverage, including increasing the number of schools/colleges with second specialisms in languages.

· An additional £3 million over four years to expand into national coverage the current regional Higher Education and Funding Council (HEFCE) projects aimed at widening participation in higher education.
· The Department and its Ministers must make a long-term commitment to the success of the strategy, and this must be reflected in its priorities and commitments for the next funding period, (put at £50 million annually by the review).
The full review report can be viewed/downloaded at: http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/docbank/index.cfm?id=11124
It can also be obtained from: DfES Publications, PO Box 5050, Sherwood Park, Annesley, Nottingham, NG15 0DJ.  Tel: 0845 6022260; Fax. 0845 6033360, quoting reference 00212-2007DOM-EN.
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