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1. about this summary

The text of the QCA curriculum review published for consultation is available only as a series of pages on a web platform.  QCA is not publishing a printed version, or a downloadable and printable document version.  Consultation responses are, similarly, to be exclusively in electronic form.
A hardcopy of all the web pages, excluding all individual subject details, runs to over 60 printed pages.  This summary is therefore longer than normal, to assist DSS subscribers who may welcome something printable for consultation response purposes, or for other reasons.  References to many of the web page(s) appear in the summary as underlined text, and subscribers to the electronic version of the summary can CTRL + click on these to go direct to the web page concerned via a web browser.
2. introduction

The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) launched a consultation on its major review of the secondary curriculum for 11 – 14 year olds on 5 February 2007.  The consultation runs until 30 April 2007.  The review was announced in the government’s White Paper 14 – 19 Education and Skills in June 2005.  

After consultation, final revision and Ministerial decision, the revised curriculum will be available to schools for planning purposes from September 2007.  It will become statutory for year groups as follows:

September 2008:
Year 7 pupils


September 2009:
Years 7 and 8


September 2010:
Years 7, 8 and 9

In addition, changes to the Key Stage 4 curriculum will take effect from September 2009.

3. structure of the curriculum
All 11 – 14 pupils will continue to study all 12 subjects of the National Curriculum: English, mathematics, science, design and technology, ICT, the humanities (history and geography), a foreign language, art, music, PE and Citizenship.  The review includes revised Programmes of Study for all 12 subjects.

Religious Education remains a statutory subject in the curriculum, but without a statutory Programme of Study at national level.  Schools are legally required to teach RE according to their local agreed syllabus or, in schools with a religious character, according to their governors' policy.  This QCA review includes a table showing the non-statutory ‘national framework for RE’ first as originally produced reflecting Curriculum 2000 alongside a re-presentation adopting the headings used in other subjects’ Programmes of Study.
http://www.qca.org.uk/secondarycurriculumreview/subject/ks3/re/approaches/index.htm
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5. curriculum lenses

The curriculum lenses are perspectives on the curriculum that can be used to consider the kind of experience it provides for all learners and reflect on how well it helps them prepare for the future and meet the challenges they will face within and beyond school.  All are supported by case studies.  The three lenses are, with their component perspectives and selected examples of indicative content:

Curriculum aims
Building an effective curriculum
· What are we trying to achieve for our young people through the curriculum at key stage 3?
· How can we best put together a curriculum experience that will enable us to achieve the aims and purposes for 11- to 14-year-olds?
· How will we evaluate whether our curriculum is working?
Values underpinning the national curriculum
· The self

· Relationships

· Society

· The environment

Purposes of the curriculum
National curriculum aims
5 Case studies illustrating:

· Successful learners 
- Developing independent learners
· Successful learners 
- Improving self-motivation
· Successful learners 
- Enlivening the curriculum
· Confident individuals 
- Rebuilding confidence
· Responsible citizens 
- Developing a learning partnership 
Personal development
Personal development across the curriculum
· develop the capacity to enjoy life and succeed in it

· learn how to stay safe and manage risks

· understand how to maintain a healthy lifestyle

· form relationships and participate in society

· acquire the knowledge, skills and understanding relevant to working life
Skills

Personal, learning and thinking skills (PLTS) across the curriculum
· independent enquirers 

· creative thinkers 

· reflective learners 

· team workers 

· self-managers 

· effective participators
Guidance on developing personal, learning and thinking skills in the curriculum



Functional skills across the curriculum
‘… those core elements of English, mathematics and ICT that provide an individual with the essential knowledge, skills and understanding that will enable them to operate confidently, effectively and independently in life and at work’.

This page also provides links between Key Stages 3 and 4 Programmes of Study and the functional skills for English, ICT and mathematics.
6. organising the curriculum

This section provides support and guidance on personalising the curriculum through approaches to inclusion and targeted intervention to support pupils who have fallen behind or who have a particular gift or talent.  It also explores ways in which pupils can be given more choice in their learning and have greater opportunities to develop specialisms.  Guidance to help schools develop coherent approaches to assessment that will help learners make progress is also included in this section.


Personalising the curriculum
· Inclusion  
This section contains an array of specific prompt questions and other tools to assist schools in assessing their inclusive education practices and arrangements.   
· Promoting specialism and choice that enable pupils to succeed and develop into independent learners through flexible curriculum and classroom provision.  Attention to learners' needs and diverse interests is highlighted.
· Targeted intervention designed to support learners who have fallen behind, who are working beyond age-related expectations, or who have a particular gift or talent. 

Teaching and learning experiences
The entitlement should include opportunities for: 

· specialised learning - where young people experience the power and the passion of expert subject teaching

· themed learning - where young people experience learning that makes links across and beyond subjects, applying skills in relevant contexts

· student-initiated learning - where young people are able to contribute and pursue their own ideas and interests

· learning to learn - where young people are coached and mentored to help them reflect on their own learning.  This would include helping them understand how they learn, set targets and overcome barriers to build their capacity to learn in the future.

Teachers also need to consider when it is appropriate to use different approaches to learning such as:

· active learning - where young people are actively engaged in practical tasks 

· problem-based learning - where young people are presented with problems to solve

· enquiry-based learning- where young people are encouraged to investigate and find out for themselves

Promoting progress through approaches to assessment

This section includes:

· day-to-day assessment
· peer assessment and self-assessment
· periodic assessment
· gathering evidence for periodic assessment
7. curriculum dimensions

Curriculum dimensions can provide a context and focus for work within and between subjects and across the whole curriculum.  They give opportunities for pupils to engage with important ideas and issues that affect their lives and the world beyond school.  Curriculum dimensions can provide rich contexts for learning with authentic audiences and purposes.  Subjects can be effectively linked either through curriculum themes such as sustainability or enterprise or through aspects embedded in the programmes of study, such as creativity or cultural understanding and diversity.
Global dimension
The review says: ‘If we are serious about bringing learning to life, we must set it within a global context. …. A curriculum for the 21st century should encourage the development of critical thinking so that learners are not only aware of global issues and events from different viewpoints, but also realise that they can play a part in working towards local and global solutions’.

In 2005 the DfES published a guidance paper, Developing the global dimension in the school curriculum, which outlined eight aspects that are crucial to developing global understanding in our learners. 
These were:
· conflict resolution

· social justice

· values and perceptions

· sustainable development

· interdependence

· human rights

· diversity

· global citizenship. 
A table is included showing how key concepts for each national curriculum subject link to these eight aspects of a global dimension.

Enterprise
Enterprise education is about helping learners to develop enterprise capability, financial capability and economic and business understanding.  This section provides definitions of these, and proposes approaches to developing a curriculum that supports enterprise.

Creativity
Learners should have opportunities across the curriculum to: 

· be curious 

· question and challenge 

· make connections and see relationships 

· envisage what might be

· speculate about possibilities 

· explore ideas

· think laterally, 'outside the box'

· keep options open 

· reflect critically on ideas, actions and outcomes.
Cultural understanding and diversity
Education that promotes cultural understanding and diversity is crucial for the future wellbeing of our society.  Schools have a duty - not least for community cohesion - to ensure learners in every school, regardless of location and experience, gain a broad understanding of the country they are growing up in. They need to learn to see UK society from a variety of viewpoints and develop an understanding of how society became the way it is.

Learners should have opportunities across the curriculum to:

· explore the origins of diversity in the UK and how different cultures have formed the United Kingdom

· explore different racial, ethnic, cultural and religious groups in the UK and the wider world and the similarities and differences within and between those groups

· develop an understanding of how diverse people, places, economies and environments in the global community are interconnected

· develop an understanding about the consequences of racial and religious intolerance and discrimination and the skills to challenge discrimination, including racism 

· develop a critical capacity that allows them to reflect on their own cultural traditions and those of others

· investigate how mathematical and scientific ideas reflect diverse cultures and traditions

· explore and appreciate the art, artefacts, literature and music of different cultures

· explore the role of technology in sharing ideas and information and enabling people to work together in new ways to create knowledge.

This section includes brief examples of opportunities in different subjects to develop learners’ understanding and appreciation of cultural diversity and identity.
8. subjects
The DfES Press Release on the day of the review’s publication said:

‘The new curriculum will put more emphasis on using the curriculum as a whole to develop general skills such as initiative, enterprise, and the capacity to learn independently, better preparing pupils for GCSEs and the new diplomas.  There is growing evidence of the importance of these skills in all walks of life, and they are particularly valued by employers.

The same Press Release drew attention to the following ‘key changes and retained elements’:

English: pupils will continue to study Shakespeare plays and sonnets as well as the canon of pre-20th century literary classics including Charles Dickens, Jane Austen and George Eliot.  The new curriculum will also suggest a new list of contemporary authors such as Benjamin Zephaniah, Philip Pullman, and Bill Bryson; 
History: pupils will continue to learn about the importance and impact of events in the last century, such as the World Wars and the Holocaust.  The history and impact of the slave trade will be added to the curriculum with explicit references about the role of reformers such as Equiano and Wilberforce;
Languages : Schools will be given greater freedoms to offer more economically useful languages such as Mandarin and Urdu;
Citizenship: following Keith Ajegbo’s review, pupils will study national identity and the diversity of living together in the UK, including issues such as the legacy of Empire; 
Geography: sustainable development and environmental change will be given a much stronger focus as a theme throughout the curriculum and in Geography; 
Cooking: pupils will be taught how to cook simple healthy meals from basic fresh ingredients in revamped Food Technology classes; 
Personal Finance: pupils will be taught essential financial life skills through functional maths and in Personal Social and Health Education (PSHE).  These will include: personal finance, enterprise and financial capability; learning about risk and reward; investment and trade; personal budgeting; mortgages; interest rates; and balancing credit cards.
PE: Lessons will combine physical activity with learning how exercise affects fitness and health and schools will also have even more flexibility to run the physical activities that best meet their pupils’ needs.
Full details for each subject can be viewed at:

http://www.qca.org.uk/secondarycurriculumreview/subject/index.htm
The material for each subject is divided into sections on different pages, including:
· Curriculum Aims

· Personal Development, including connections with Every Child Matters
· Personal, Learning and Thinking Skills (PLTS)

· Key Concepts, Key Processes, Range of Content and Curriculum Opportunities

The entry website page for the whole review is:

http://www.qca.org.uk/secondarycurriculumreview/index.htm
The online consultation survey can be entered via:

http://www.qca.org.uk/secondarycurriculumreview/about/index.htm
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