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1. introduction 

The Education and Inspections Bill 2006, [see DSS Summary 33/06], provides for revised school admission arrangements to take effect from September 2008, following consultation on the School Admissions Code, School Admission Appeals Code and Admissions Regulations to be laid before Parliament and brought into force in February 2007.  The consultation on these regulations and their detailed implications for school admissions authorities is the subject of a set of documents published by the DfES on 8th September 2006.  

The consultation runs until 1st December 2006.  

2. key statutory provisions
Interviewing

Interviewing of parents and/or children as a method for deciding whether a child should be offered a place at a school is prohibited.  This includes both face to face interviews and those using the telephone or other means, for example written questions and answers and essays.  The only exceptions are: interviews conducted by boarding schools solely for the purpose of determining a child’s suitability for a boarding place; or auditions or other oral or practical tests in order to ascertain a child’s aptitude in a particular subject at schools with a permitted form of selection by aptitude.

Staff and governors are encouraged to meet parents at open evenings and on other occasions, but information gained in this way must not play a part in the admission decision making process.  Attendance at an open evening or other meeting at the school must not be a condition for the allocation of a place.
Selection by ability

The School Standards and Framework Act 1998 made it unlawful for any school to adopt selection by ability as a means for allocating places.  Only grammar schools or schools with partially selective arrangements which already had such arrangements in place during the 1997-98 school year are permitted to continue to use selection by ability.  Guidelines on the permitted forms of selection, such as specific aptitudes matching a school’s specialist status, are included in Chapter 2.
Faith-based oversubscription criteria

The use of faith-based oversubscription criteria is only permitted for those schools designated by the DfES as schools with a religious character.  It is unlawful for any other school to include such criteria in deciding admissions.  Guidelines on acceptable faith-based oversubscription criteria are in paragraphs 2.18 to 2.24 of the Code.  These paragraphs also set out the conditions under which a school designated as having a religious character may use a supplementary form that asks parents or children about their membership of or relationship with the church or religious denomination.
Home-school agreements

It is unlawful for admission to a school to be conditional on parents signing a home-school agreement.  Home-school agreements are acknowledged as a useful means of promoting greater involvement by parents in their children’s education, but schools must not ask parents to sign agreements before they have been offered a place at the school.

Statements of Special Educational Needs

Under Section 324 of the Education Act 1996 a school is required to admit a child with a statement of

special educational needs that names the school.  (Further guidance is provided in Chapter 3 of the Code).

Looked after children (children in public care)

Admission authorities are required to give highest priority to children in public care (looked after
children) in their admission criteria.

Ensuring fairness – implications of wider policies

Admission authorities and governing bodies must ensure that their admission arrangements and other school policies are fair and do not disadvantage, either directly or indirectly, a child from a particular social or racial group, or a child with a disability or special educational needs.  Local authorities and schools have duties under Part IV of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 not to discriminate against disabled pupils and this is an important principle that should underpin all schools’ policies, not only for admissions.

All governing bodies must ensure that their other policies and practices do not disadvantage certain social groups or discourage some groups of parents from seeking a place at the school for their child.  Local authorities should work with governing bodies (where the governing body is not also the admission authority) to ensure that admission arrangements which appear fair are not then undermined by other school policies, such as a requirement for expensive school uniform, sportswear or school trips or other activities, unless arrangements are put in place to ensure that parents on low incomes can afford them.

Applications and application forms

Prohibition of supplementary forms: Admission authorities must not use supplementary application or information forms that ask:

a) for personal details about parents, such as criminal convictions or marital, occupational or financial status;

b) for details about parents’ achievement, educational background or whether their first language is English;

c) for details about parents’ or children’s disabilities, special educational needs or medical conditions unless this is in support of positive action as described in Chapter 3 of the Code;

d) about parents’ or children’s interests, hobbies or membership of societies.

Boarding schools

The provisions of the Code apply to all maintained schools including those with boarding places, both in respect of day and boarding places.  Paragraphs 1.29 to 1.36, 2.35 to 2.39 and Appendix 6 set out detailed requirements, which include, for example, the requirement that admission authorities must not refuse to admit children who have a history of serious misbehaviour if they have been assessed as suitable for a mainstream school place, unless they have been permanently excluded from a maintained school two or more times.

School uniform

The Government strongly encourages schools to consider the introduction of uniforms where they do not already have them.  But the Code says that all schools which have a uniform, including sports kit, that is more expensive than the national average, should have arrangements in place to ensure that no family feels unable to apply for admission on account of high school uniform costs.  Schemes for remission of cost should cover children eligible for free school meals or whose parents are on higher levels of working tax credit, and should be administered discreetly.
Contributions to school fund and contributions to participate in school trips

Admission authorities and governing bodies must make it clear that there is no charge or cost related to the admission of a pupil to a school.

School transport

The Education and Inspections Bill 2006 sets out new requirements relating to free home-school transport [see DSS Summary 33/06].  The Code requires that admission authorities must explain clearly whether or not school transport will be available, and if so to which schools and at what cost (if any).  Local authorities are required to make information about school travel and transport options available to parents at least six weeks before parents apply for a school place.

Promoting equity and extending opportunity for all

The Code endorses the practice of admission authorities analysing information on their intakes, and where

possible their applicants, to find out whether they attract a wide range of families or whether their school fails to attract all sections of the local community.  It also says, however, that any survey undertaken to gather such information must not be connected to decisions about admissions and should only be undertaken after children have been admitted.  Admission authorities must act upon this information if any school’s policies or practices appear to be at fault.

3. other sections of the code

Chapter 2 of the Code provides guidelines and imposes mandatory requirements on setting fair

oversubscription criteria; and prohibits the use of unfair oversubscription criteria.

Chapter 3 provides guidelines and where appropriate imposes mandatory requirements on:

· ensuring a straightforward and effective co-ordinated admission scheme that simplifies the process for parents;

· establishing arrangements for children who arrive in the area outside the normal admission round (paragraphs 3.35 to 3.36);

· establishing arrangements for the children of UK service personnel and other Crown servants, including diplomats (3.37 to 3.39);

· establishing arrangements for children arriving from overseas (3.40 to 3.51); and

· developing and agreeing protocols for dealing with children who are hard to place (3.70 to 3.77).
Chapter 4 provides guidelines on the role, responsibilities and powers of:

· admission authorities;

· local authorities;

· Admission Forums;

· parents and Members of Parliament; and

· the Schools Adjudicator

in monitoring compliance with the Code and ensuring a fair admissions system.

Appendices provide further guidance and contextual information relating to:

· Other relevant legislation

· Admission Forums

· Statutory requirements of co-ordinated admission schemes and model timetable for admission cycle

· Consultation and publication

· Choice advice: guidelines for Local Authorities

· Guidelines for boarding schools.
4. consultation documents

The documents comprise:

· A letter from the Secretary of State for Education and Skills (dated 8 September 2006)

· School Admissions Code

· School Admission Appeals Code

· Admission Regulations

· School Admissions Consultation 2006 Response Form

Consultation responses must be made by Friday 1 December 2006 and can be done:

· online, or

· completed on a downloaded Response Form and sent to:

School Admissions and Class Size Unit

DfES

5D Sanctuary Buildings

Great Smith Street

London

SW1P 3BT, 

· or emailed to:

admissions.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
The full set of consultation documents can be viewed/downloaded at:

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/sacode/
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