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1. introduction
The Foundation Stage for 3 – 5 year olds was first introduced in September 2000 and became a statutory part of the National Curriculum in 2002 following the Education Act 2002.  This Act also established the Foundation Stage Profile as the single national assessment system to be used in early years settings from 2003.  The Profile places children on thirteen 9-point scales in the six designated development areas:
· Personal, Social and Emotional development (3 assessment scales),

· Communication, Language and Literacy (4 assessment scales),

· Mathematical development (3 assessment scales),

· Knowledge and Understanding of the World (1 assessment scale),

· Physical development (1 assessment scale), 

· Creative development (1 assessment scale).
The Profile is completed in the summer of each year by practitioners on the basis of accumulating observations and knowledge of the child, and is based mainly on the ‘stepping stones’ towards the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) described in curriculum guidance.  In 2007, following the Childcare Act 2006, a statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) was launched that is compulsory from September 2008, [See DSS Summary 06/07:28; March 2007].
This Summary is of the ‘Statistical First Release’ published on 11 October 2007 by the Office for National Statistics on behalf of the Department for Children Schools and Families (DCSF).  This contains results for the Foundation Stage Profile assessments for 2007.  Although this is the fourth such tabulation of results, it is the first year that schools and early years settings have been under a statutory obligation to send full data for every individual child.  The results therefore provide valuable baseline data both nationally and at individual local authority level ahead of the compulsory implementation of the EYFS framework in September 2008.
Points 1 – 3 
describe a child who is still progressing towards achievements described in the ELGs.

Points 4 – 8 
are drawn from the ELGs, in approximate order of difficulty, but are not hierarchical and a child may be assessed at a higher point without having achieved some or all of the lower points.

Point 9
describes a child who has achieved all the points from 1 – 8 on that scale, has developed further both in breadth and depth, and is working consistently beyond the level of ELGs.

Point 6
is the key measure used in the statistics to indicate children who are working securely within the ELGs.  
2. results

The majority of children continue to work securely within the Early Learning Goals for all assessment areas.

The assessment areas with the highest percentage of children working securely within the ELGs were:
· Physical development - 88%
· Mathematical development - Numbers as labels for counting – 87%
· Personal, Social and Emotional development: Dispositions and attitudes - 87%
The assessment areas with the highest percentage of children working towards the ELGs were:
· Communication, Language and Literacy: Writing – 15%
· Communication, Language and Literacy: Linking sounds and letters – 14%
Gender gap

· Girls continue to achieve at a higher level than boys.  For each assessment area more girls than boys work securely within the ELGs.

· The largest gap in achievement is in Communication, Language and Literacy: writing.
Children working securely within the Early Learning Goals

Compared to the equivalent final figures for 2006, the percentage of children working securely represents:-

· a rise of 4 percentage points in Communication, Language and Literacy: linking, sounds and letters;

· a rise of 1 percentage point in 3 other scales, Communication, Language and Literacy: writing, and reading and Mathematical Development: calculating;
· a fall of 1 percentage point in 2 scales, Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Dispositions and Attitudes and Emotional Development; 
· For the 7 other assessment scales, the 2007 figures represent no change.

Children working towards the Early Learning Goals

Since 2006, the percentage of children working towards the Early Learning Goals in each scale has decreased in 4 scales and remained unchanged in the other 9 scales.  The percentage point decreases are seen in the Communication, Language and Literacy area of learning: linking sounds and letters and writing and the Mathematical Development area of learning: numbers as labels for counting and calculating.

Children working beyond the Early Learning Goals

In 11 of the 13 assessment scales, there has been a decrease in the percentage of children working beyond the Early Learning Goals.  (These decreases, however, may be due to sharper and more accurate assessments as practitioners have become more experienced with the assessment system).

Gap in attainment of children in disadvantaged areas

The percentage of children in maintained schools achieving a ‘good level of development’ (6 or more

points) across all of the scales relating to the Personal, Social and Emotional development and

Communication, Language and Literacy areas of learning was 45% in 2007.
For children in the most disadvantaged areas in England the equivalent figure is 35% and for

other areas 51%.  The gap in achievement is 17%.  [5 percentage points above the Sure Start SR2004 Public Service Agreement specified target for reducing the achievement gap to 12%].
3. summary tabulation: 2007 EYFS Profile results
Percentage of children grouped by points achieved in each of the 13 assessment scales
	No. of points
	
	1 - 3
	
	
	4 – 8
	
	
	6+
	

	
	Girls
	Boys
	All
	Girls
	Boys
	All
	Girls
	Boys
	All

	PSE: DA
	1
	2
	2
	81
	85
	84
	91
	84
	87

	PSE: SD
	2
	5
	4
	83
	84
	83
	85
	75
	80

	PSE: ED
	4
	8
	6
	81
	83
	82
	82
	71
	76

	CLL: LCT
	4
	8
	6
	82
	82
	82
	83
	74
	78

	CLL: LSL
	11
	18
	14
	73
	71
	72
	70
	59
	65

	CLL: R
	6
	9
	8
	84
	83
	84
	74
	64
	69

	CLL: W
	10
	20
	15
	81
	75
	78
	67
	50
	58

	MAT: NLC
	2
	4
	3
	79
	78
	78
	89
	85
	87

	MAT: C
	9
	12
	10
	84
	79
	82
	73
	68
	70

	MAT: SSM
	4
	7
	6
	85
	83
	84
	83
	78
	80

	KUW
	5
	7
	6
	91
	89
	90
	79
	76
	77

	PD
	2
	4
	3
	86
	88
	87
	92
	84
	88

	CD
	2
	5
	4
	90
	91
	91
	85
	71
	78


PSE: 
Personal, social and emotional development: 
DA Dispositions and attitudes; SD Social development; ED Emotional development
CLL: 
Communication, language and literacy: 
LCT Language for communication and thinking; LSL Linking sounds and letters; 



R Reading; W Writing
MAT: 
Mathematical development: 
NLC Numbers as labels for counting; C Calculating; SSM Shape, space and measures
KUW 
Knowledge and understanding of the world

PD 
Physical development

CD 
Creative development

The complete Statistical First Release, including individual local authority tables, can be viewed/ downloaded at:
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000752/index.shtml
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